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This volume, devoted to the problems of relativity, gravitation and related issues in physics,

presents papers delivered and/or discussed during the conference "Redshifts and Gravitation in a

Relativistic Universe" held in Cesena on September 17-20th 1999. In a way, this conference

represents a response to Zwicky's method, outlined above. Its main aim was to serve as a forum for

ideas and theories that go against the mainstream of science. Some of the theories are already cast

in their final form; some are just rough ideas still undergoing development.
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Konrad Rudnicki was born in 1926 in Warsaw , Poland . From 1943 to 1945 he served in a partisan

corps of the People's Guard and later the People's Army. After graduating from a clandestine high

school in Piotrkow Trybunalski, he studied astronomy at Warsaw University from 1945 to 1949. He

began working at the University Observatory in Warsaw in 1950. In 1952 he received his Doctor of

Science, becoming an Assistant Professor in 1961. In 1962 he spent a year as a Research Fellow

at California Institute of Technology, returning to Caltech in 1965-67 as a Senior Research Fellow.

In 1969 he became Associate Professor, and in 1975 Professor at the Jagiellonian University in

Cracow , Poland . He was Visiting Professor at the Mathematisch-Physikalisches Institut in Dornach

, Switzerland in 1978-79, and in 1988-89 at Rice University in Houston , USA . He has been a

Member of the International Astronomical Union since 1958. In 1991 he was elected a member of

the Free European Academy of Science. He is an active member of the Anthroposophical and

Mariavite movements. His work focuses on stellar and extragalactic astronomy, the foundations of



cosmology and methodology of science. He is the author of 12 scientific books, 103 original

astronomical papers and some 240 popular essays in astronomy. He discovered (together with B.

Wszolek, P. de Bernardis and S. Masi ) the infrared light from intergalactic dust clouds, 11

supernovae and 1 comet.
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